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TFS WitAdminUI 2013 Description

TFS WitAdminUI 2013 is a simple wrapper around the witadmin command- line with various functionalities.

WitAdminUI

Connect -fivsalm:8080/tfs/ il fib. 1|1
htp

Command Mode
() Generate Command Only ~ ® Execute Command

Project Level Actions | Collection Level Actions

O Get Help On Command

Projects Work tem Types | Destroy Work tem | Categories
Fabrikam Fiber
Test_Project Work ltem Type

Bug

Code Review Reguest
Code Review Response
Feedback Request
Feedback Response
Impediment

Product Backlog ltem
Shared Steps

Test Case

Feature

Test Plan

Test Suite

Shared Parameter

XML

<Pl version="1.0" encnd\ng utf-8" 7>
<witd:WITD application="Work item type editor” version="1.0’
<WO RKITEMTYPE name="Task">
<FIELDS>

reportable="dimension" />

type="Integer" />

reportable="dimension" />

xmlns witd="http://schemas microsoft cumNsuaIStudmf?DDR/quemmdﬂng,‘twadaf

<DESCRIPTION>Tracks work that needs to be done </DESCRIPTION>
<FIELD name="teration Path" refname="System herationPath" type="TreePath"

<FIELD name="teration |0" refname="System lterationld" type="Integer" />
<FIELD name="Exemal Link Count" refname="System ExtemallinkCount™

<FIELD name="Team Project” refname="System TeamProject" type="Sting"

<FIELD name="Hyperlink Count" refname="System HyperLinkCourt" type="Integer"
/>

<FIELD name="Attached File Court" refname="System AttachedFileCount”

<FIELD name="MNode Mame" refname="System.NodeName" type="String" />
<FIELD name="A4rea Path" refname=""System.AreaPath" type="TreePath"
] reportable="dmension" />
FEi=iE New Name: <FIELD name="Revised Date" refname=""System.RevisedDate" type="Date Time"
reportable="detail" />
<FIELD name="Changed Date" refname="System ChangedDate" type="Date Time"
Export to File reportable="dimension" />
-
| Validate import File | | Import from File Import from XML
Export/Import Files
Export Folder: | C:\Users'\Brian'\AppData’ Local\ Temp 2\ =]
Import Fie Path: | =]
Execution
Command
witadmin exe exportwitd /collection http://vsalm:B080.4fs fabrikamfibercollection /p:"FabrikamFiber” /n:"Task™ /:"C:\Users\Brian‘App Data'Local\ Temp 2%\ Task xaml” ‘
Result
Qutput -

P
Operation complete.

Witadmin is a command-line tool which comes with Visual Studio. As described in MSDN, “By using

the witadmin command-line tool, you can create, delete, import, and export objects such as categories, global lists,
global workflow, types of links, and types of work items. You can also permanently delete types of work item types,
and you can delete, list, or change the attributes of fields in work item. As the following illustration shows, you
manage categories and types of and work items for each team project. You manage global lists, types of links, and
fields in work item for each team project collection. You can customize global workflow for a team project or a
collection.”

Team Project Collection

Global Workflow | | Global Lists | Link Types | [ work rtem Fieias |

Team Project

Categories | [ cloval Worklow | | work tem Types | [ Process configuration |

When working on customizing a process template, you need to perform several witadmin actions multiple times,
and since it is a command line tool, it gets pretty bothersome composing the long commands over and over again
with poor support for copy-paste actions. TFS WitAdminUI 2013 helps you by automatically generating commands
based on the project collection and team project you are connected to. It allows you to preview generated
commands with parameters for several witadmin actions, get help on those actions and execute them against the
selected project collection and team project

Note: The application uses witadmin tool from Visual Studio 2013. It was not tested against earlier versions of Team Foundation
Server, but it should work due to backward compatibility of the witadmin tool.

Note: The original code was taken from the CodePlex project TFS WitAdminUI, and it was refactored and extended.



http://witadminui2013.codeplex.com/
http://witadminui2013.codeplex.com/
https://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd236914.aspx?f=255&MSPPError=-2147217396
https://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd236914.aspx?f=255&MSPPError=-2147217396
http://witadminui2013.codeplex.com/
http://witadminui.codeplex.com/
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Connecting to TFS

TFS WitAdminUI 2013 lets you connect to a Team Foundation Server 2013 of your choice at load time. You can later
change this connection while the program is running by using the Connect button. All commands are executed in the
context of the selected TFS connection.

Command Modes
There are 3 different Command Modes:

o3 WitAdminUl - [o [

Generate Command 0n|y M :mnjf\rsaImzsﬂsﬂﬂlsﬁahlilmnﬁhemnllm:linn
@® Generats Command Only () Execute Command () Get Help On Command
Generates the witadmin command- — e e
line with appropriate parameters Wotk Yo Tyos L
P . ~
and shows it in the Command edit Ty

Code Review Request
box in the Execution group at the oo R

Feedback Resporss

bottom of the window.

This mode does not execute any S Frameter

commands against TFS!

I T
>
[aiememporrie | [ mpontompe |

Evport/mpart Files

Export Folder: | C-\Users\Brian'\App Data'\Local\ Temp\2\ | |:|
Import File Path: | ‘ l:l
Execution
Command
witadmin e exportwid /p:"FabrkamFiber” /n:"Task” A:"C:\Users\Brian'\App Data\Local\Temp' 2\ Task xml" |

Result

& WitAdminUl

Execute Command i

Command Mode

O Generate Command Only @ Execute Command () Get Help On Command
. . Project Level Actions | Collection Level Actions |
Generates the witadmin command- Prects

Work ltem Types | Destroy Work kem | Categories |

. . . FabrikamFiber
line with appropriate parameters et e Vi e Type .
d . . h I d ask m;\;u?sn:"} " encogyg;“ml—&"b = o ~

ug <witd ation=" item type edtor” ="1.0"

and executes it against the selecte e o s T a it o A s 2008t ypedet”
Feedback Request <WORKITEMTYPE ="Task">

project collection and team project. PR s st s DESCRPTEN
Impediment <FIELDS>
Fr\':duct Backlog tem <FIELD name="Heration Path" refname="System kerationPath" type="TreePath"
Shared Steps reportable="dimension" />
'Frest Case <FIELD name="Heration 10" refname="System leration|d” type="Integer" />

H H eature FIELD ="Extemal Link Count" refr ="System ExtemalLinkCount”

The command is generated using TotFan e

gﬁst Sdurlt:e <FIELD name: am Project" refname="System TeamProject " type="String"
. ared Parameter rtable="di ion'* /
the same code as in the Generate D ek Gourtrcfname="Sytom Hper Gt e bioger

/;
<FIELD name="Attached File Count” refname="System AttachedFileCount™

Command Only mode. oo riogor s

<FIELD name="Node Name" refname="System NodeName" type="Sting" />
"Area Path” refname="System AreaPath” type="TreePath"

. reporiable="dmension" />
New Name: :' <FIELD name="Revised Date" refname="System. RevisedDate" type="DateTime"

reportable="detal" />

The result is dlSpIaVEd in the Result <FIELD name="Changed Date" refnams="System ChangedDate" type="Date Tme"

reportable="dimension" />

-

edit box in the Execution group at Dottt | [ mationrie |
the bottom of the window. Cey—

Epor Folder.  |C:\Users\Bniam\App Data'\Local\Temp\ 2\ ] |:|

Import Fie Path: | 1]

Bxecution
Command

witadmin exe exportwitd /collection-http://vsalm:8080Afs fabrkamfibercollection /p:"FabrikamFiber” /n:Task" A-"C:\Users\Brian\AppData\Local\ Temp"\2\\ Task xml” |
Result

Output ~
(Operation complete
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Get Help On Command

Runs the command-line to get help
on a particular action
implemented in the application.
(witadmin [action] /?).

The result is displayed in the
Result edit box in the Execution
group at the bottom of the
window.

http-/jvsalm:8080/tfs,
Command Mode
©) Generate Command Only () Ewecute Command () Get Help On Command

Froject Level Actiens | Collection Level Actions |

Projects Work tem Types | Destray Work ftem | Categaries |

Iz ser
Test_Project Work ltem Type XML

Shared Parameter

Rename New Name

[ Vaidateimpot Fie_| [ mportom e |

Brport/mport Files

Erport Folder:  |C\Users'Brian' AppData\Local' Temp'2\

Import File Path: |

Execution
Command

|itadmin exe sxportwitd /2

Resutt

Outpu:
Microsaft (R) Work tem Tracking Administration tool
Copyright {c) Microsaft

Cororation. Al ighls reserved

Exports the XML definion of a work item type.

Usage: witadmin exportwitd /colection:callectionur /p:project /niypename
[ffilename] [/e:encoding] [/exportgloballsts]

/eollection  Specics the Team Foundation project callection. Lise @
full speofied URL such as.
http://servemame:8080.4fs. Collection(.

n Specifies the name of the team project
n Specfies the name cof the work tem type to export
£ Speciics the destination fikefor cxporting the wark
tem type XML. i not specfied, the XML is output to
the display
fe Specifies the name of the NET Framework 2.0 encoding

used to mport the XML file. For example. /e-tf-7 wil
use Unicode (UTF-7) encoding. Encoding is automatically
detected whenever possble. ff the encoding cannot be
detected, UTF-Bis used.

Jexporiclobalists  Exports the defritions of referenced global lists. If
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Project Level Actions

The tab Project Level Actions contains commands which are executed against a team project. You need to select
the appropriate team project in the Projects list.

WitAdminUI

Work Items Types tab hapivsalm

Command Mode
O Generats Command Only ~ ® Exscute Command ) Get Help On Command

. Project Level Actions | Collection Level Actions |
Implements actions related to Pt Work Ve e | Doy Vi e | Ctores |

. . .
handling work item types: o P ik ke Tipe .

<l version="100" encoding="ulf-8"7>
Bug <witd:WITD application="Work tem type editor” version="1.0"
Code Review Request smins:witd="http://schemas microsot. /2008,

m >

>
<WORKITEMTYPE name="Task">
<DESCRIPTION> Tracks work that needs to be done. </DESCRIPTION:
<FIELDS>
<FIELD name="lteration Path" refriame="System erationPath” type="TreePath"
reportable="dmension” />
<FIELD name-="lteration ID)" refiame =" System terationld” type ="Integer” />
<FIELD name="Exemal Link Court” refniame="System. ExtemalLinkCount”
type="Integer" />
<FIELD name="Team Project” refriame="System. TeamProject” type="String"
Shared Parameter reportable="dimension” />
<FIELD name="Hyperink Count" refname-="System HyperLinkCount” type="Integer"

e Delete — destroywitd

e Rename — renamewitd

e Export to File — exportwitd
¢ Validate - importwitd /v .

e Import from File - importwitd e

<FIELD name="Area Path" refname=""System AreaPath" type="TreePath"

e Import from XML - importwitd Rename Hew Narme: S W/F:ew/:ed Date” refname- Systam RevissdDite” ype-="Dits Tie”

reportable="det

maﬁg;égaﬁ;‘r\;ﬁ?ﬂ‘?ygm Date” refname="System ChangedDate" type="Date Time"
All actions are executed against [ e R G
the work item type selected in the Sl =

Eport Folder: [C:\Users\Brian\App Data'\Local\ Temp 2\

Work Item Type list. iron Fie Pat: | =

Execution

Command

witadmin.exe exportwitd /collection hiip://vsalm: i /o " /" Task" A:"C:\Users\Brian'\AppData’\ Local\ Temp\2\\ Task " |
Result

Operation complete.

When exporting, the path set under Export Folder in the Export/Import Files group is used. The file name is
generated based on the work item type name. Additionally the exported file is loaded in the XML edit box.

When importing from file, the file from the Import File Path in the Export/Import Files group is used.
When importing from XML, the XML from the XML edit box is used.

WitAdminUI
Hitp /vsaim
Destroy Work Item tab Comids
@® Generate Command Only () Execute Command () Get Help On Command
[ Profect Level Actions | Collection Level Actions |
. Projcts Work flem Types | Desiroy Wark tem | Categories
Implements actions related to E— e, oo
destroying work items (destroywi) Gt
. Destroy Wis by Selection
from the selected collection and © oSt riow. O Apopcn | Gatiitenl ] ok et 3
. Check ID Tupe Title Project CreatedBy CreatedDate AgsignedTo A
prOJects bl Bug Customers with C... | FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Brian Keller =
] 164 Feature Location Finder FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Julia llyiana
O j1m Feature Telewision Schedu.., FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Julia llyiana
O |1t Feature Sign up for and re... FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Julia llyiana
H M 182 Feature Manage service 4., FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Julia liyiana
You Can deStroy work Items by IDS Mt ] Feature Custormer Login FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03
H H O |em Feature Facebook integration FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03
you manually enter in the Id(s) edit g
. » n\ﬁﬁ Product Backlog I, Custorner can find... FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Julia llyiana
bOX In the DEStroy WIS by ID O jm Product Backlog It... Custorner can loo,.. |FabrikamFiber Administrator 2013-06-03 Brian Keller o
group [ selectmawis | [Unsdlect AW | | | [ selectn wis w)
Export/Import Fles
Bxport Folder: [C\Users\BrarAppData)Local Temp'2 1=
. Import e Path: | 1]
You can destroy work items by
Execution
. . Command
selecting them from the list of oo e A T e !
Resutt
work items in the Destroy WiIs by
Selection group.

Populate the list using the Get Work Item(s) button either from the selected team project (Only Selected Projects
radio) or from all team project in the collection (All Projects radio). Use the Select All WIs, Unselect All WIs, Select n
WiIs buttons to adjust your selection.
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Categories tab

Implements actions related to
managing categories for the
selected team project:

e Export - exportcategories

e Import - importcategories

When exporting, the path set
under Export Folder in the

Export/Import Files group is used.

The file name is generated based
on the team project name.
Additionally the Exported file is
loaded in the XML edit box.

When importing from file, the file
from the Import File Path in the

Export/Import Files group is used.

When importing from XML, the
XML from the XML edit box is
used.

WitAdminUI

http-//vsalm:

fib

Command Mode
() Generate Command Only

® Execute Command

) Get Help On Command

Project Level Actions | Collection Level Actions

Projects

FabrikamFiber

Test_Project

Work tem Types | Destroy Work Item | Categories

Comom D

XML

<l version="1.0" encoding="utf-8" 7>
«<cat:CATEGORIES xmins:cat="http //schemas microsoft com/Visual Studio2008/workitemtracking /categories ">

<CATEGORY refname="Microsoft BugCategory” name="Bug Category™>
<DEFAULTWORKITEMTYPE name="Bug" />

</CATEGORY>

<CATEGORY refname="Microsoft. CodeReviewRequestCategory” name="Code Review Request Category">
<DEFAULTWORKITEMTYPE name="Code Review Request” />

</CATEGORY>

<CATEGORY refname="Microsoft. Code ReviewResponseCategony” name="Code Review Response Category">
<DEFAULTWORKITEMTYPE name="Code Review Response” />

</CATEGORY>

<CATEGORY refname ="Microsoft FeedbackRequestCategory” name="Feedback Request Calegory">
<DEFAULTWORKITEMTYPE name="Feedback Request” />

</CATEGORY>

<CATEGORY refname="Microsoft. Feedback ResponseCategory” name="Feedback Response Category”>
<DEFAULTWORKITEMTYPE name="Feedback Response” />

</CATEGORY>

<CATEGORY refname="Microsoft. HiddenCategory” name="Hidden Types Category">
<DEFAULTWORKITEMTYPE name="Code Review Request” />
SWORKITEMTYPE name="Code Review Response” />
<WORKITEMTYPE name="Feedback Request" />

Import from File

Import from XML

Export/Import Files

Export Folder:

|C:\Users\Briaan Data‘Local' Temp*2:

Import File Path: |

Exzcution
Command

witadmin exe exportcategories /collection hitp://vealm:8080tfs Asbricanibercallection /p:"FabrikamFiber” /7-C:\Users\Brian'AppData'\Local\ Temp\2\\ FabrkamFiberanl |

Result

put:
(Operation complete.
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Collection Level Actions

The tab Collection Level Actions contains commands which are executed against the project collection you are

connected to.

Fields tab

Implements actions related to
handling work item fields in the
selected project collection:

¢ Index On — indexfield

e Delete — deletefield
e Change — changefield

Link Types tab

Implements actions related to

hitp://vsalm:8080/tfs/fabrikamfibercollection
Command Mode
® Generate Command Only () Exscute Command () Get Help On Command

Project Level Actions | Collection Lewvel Actions |
Fields | LinkTypes | GolbalList

Fields

Related Link Court/System. RelatedLinkCourt ~| Reference Name [System. Tille |
History/System_History

Description/System Description Name |
Created By/System CreatedBy
Created Date/System CreatedDate -

Vlark: em Type/System Workkem Type Tyme E |
Assigned To/System AssignedTo

Reason/System.Reason Report Type |
Changed By/System ChangedBy
Rev/System Fev
Watemnark/System Watermark Indsied [ v|
Authorized Date/System AuthorizedDate
State/System.State

‘Trﬂe Changed

[gimension v

Authonzed As./System. AuthorizedAs [raecon | [ peete (| conee )
Area |D/System Areald

1D/System Id

Changed Date/System ChangedDate

Revised Date/System.RevisedDate

Area Path/System.AreaPath

MNode Name/System.ModeName

Attached File Count//System AttachedFileCourt
Hyperiink Count/System HyperLinkCount
Team Project/System TeamProject

Extemal Link Count./System ExtemalLinkCourt
tteration 10/ System. terationld

lteration Path/System.kerationPath ~

Export/Import Files
Expott Folder: | C:\Users\Brian'\App Data\Local \Temp\2\,

Import File Path: |

Execution

Command

witadmin exe changefield /collection http://vsalm 80804
Result

ion /n:System. Title /name:"Title Changed” /noprompt |

Command Mode
O Generate Command Only (@) Execute Command () Get Help On Command

Project Level Actions | Collection Level Actions

LikTypes | Gobalist

Links

XML

managing link types in the selected
project collection:

Micrasoft WS TS,

. | Tested By

ForwordEnd
Mame

ReverseEnd
Marmne

Tests

Topology

Dependency

Dependency

<l version="10" encoding="if-8"7> ~
<LinkTypes>
<LinkType
“Microsoft VSTS. TestC: arameterRed:
Forward Name="Referenced Ey" ReverseName="References™
Topalogy-"Dependency” />

Activate

Microsoft, VETS.T,., | Test Case Shared Steps Dependency True </Link Types>
Systern LinkType, P D True
Systemn,LinkType,., |Child Parent Tree True

e Delete — deletelinktype

Related Metwork

System LinkType... |Felated

e Deactivate - deactivatelinktype
e Reactivate — reactivatelinktype
e Export to File - exportlinktype
¢ Import from File - importlinktype I R
e Import from XML - importlinktype (o D o ]

Export/Import Files

Expot Folder: | C:\Users\Briam\ AppDiata \Local\ Temp\2\

Impot File Path: |

Execution
Command

|witadmin 7 vsalm

/n"Microsoft VSTS TestCz " AT

‘ppDeta\Local Temp TSTestC ]

Result

Output:

| The link type defirition for Microsoft. VSTS TestCz

wiiten to C:\sers\Biian\AppData\Local\ Temp TSTestC:

When exporting, the path set under Export Folder in the Export/Import Files group is used. The file name is

generated based on link type name. Additionally the exported file is loaded

in the XML edit box.

When importing from file, the file from the Import File Path in the Export/Import Files group is used.

When importing from XML, the XML from the XML edit box is used.
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Global List tab

Implements actions related to
managing global lists for the selected
project collection:

e Import from List - uses method

WorkltemStore.ImportGloballList

e Destroy — destroygloballist

e Export to File - exportgloballist

e Import from File - importgloballist

e Import from XML - importgloballist

When exporting, the path set under
Export Folder in the Export/Import
Files group is used. The file name is
generated based on the TFS server
name and project collection name.
Additionally the exported file is
loaded in the XML edit box.

When importing from file, the file from the Import File Path in the Export/Import Files group is used.

WitAdminUl

http:/fvsalm:; 0/t

Command Mode
©) Generte Command Only @ Execute Command () Get Help On Command

Project Level Actions | Collection Level Actions |

Fields | LinkTypes | GolbalList

Global Lists (Right-Click on nodes to edt): XML

=~ Global List <anl version="1.0" encoding="utf-16"7>
=1 Builds - FabrikamFiber

- Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)/Nightly Fabricam Dev) (|~ \cT7E1 yalue="Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)/Nightly Fabricam (Dev)_20130430.1 />
Nigrtly Fabricam (Dev)Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)_{| [ |STITEM velue="Nightly Fabricam (Dev}Nightly Fabricam (Dev) 20130430 2" />

Nightly Fabriiam (Dev)/Nightly Fabricam (Dev)_|| ~ <LISTITEM valus="Hightly Fabrkam (Dev}/Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)_20130602 1 />

Nighly Fabricam (Dev)/Nightly Fabrikam (Dev) || <LISTITEM value=""igity Fabricam (Dev}Nightly Fabricam (Dev)_20130709.1" />

Nighdy Fabricam (Do) 15 <LISTITEM value="Hightl Fabrikam (Dev)/15" />

N o Ny Fobrican D <LISTITEM value="Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)/Nightly Fabrkam (Dev)_20130709.2" />
ightly Fabrilcam (Dev)/Mightly Fabrikam (Dev)_|| |15 TITEM value="Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)/Nightly Fabricam (Dev)_20130709.3" />

Nightly Fabricam (Dev)/Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)_{|  <LISTITEM value="Hightly Fabrikam (Dev}/Nightly Fabrkam (Dev)_20130709 4" />

Nightly Fabricam (Dev)/Nightly Fabrikam (Dev) || <LISTITEM value="Nightly Fabrikam (Dev}/Nightly Fabricam (Dev)_20130708.5" />

Nightly Fabricam (Dev)/Nighty Fabricam (Div).||  <LIS TITEM value="Nightly Fabrikam (Devi/Nightly Fabriam (Dev)_20130703.6" />

Nightly Fabrikam (Dev)/Nightly Fabrikam (Dev) || _<=i5 TTEM value="Hew it tem” />

L Nightly ( || </GLOBALLIST>

© b Newlist tem <GLOBALLIST name="y List">

Bl My List <LISTITEM value="My ftem 1" />

OBALLIST name="Builds - FabrikamFiber">

<gl GLOBALLISTS xrins:gl="Ftp:/schemas microsoft com/Visual Studio/ 2005 workitemracking globalists">
<Gl

" Ny e 1 <LISTITEM value="My hem 2" />
by hom2 </GLOBALLIST>
Edit </gl:GLOBALLISTS>
Add
Delete
< n > ~
(( wootfomust |) I Destroy | | BoottoFie | [ mect from file Import from XML

Export/mport Fies

Erport Folder:  |C:\Users'Biian'App Data\Local' Temp"2\

Import File Path: |

Execution
Command

This command uses workitemStore ImportGlobalLists

Resutt

Global List Imported

When importing from XML, the XML from the XML edit box is used.

When importing from list, the XML for import is generated from the contents of the Global List tree. By right clicking
on a particular tree node you get the options to Edit/Add/Delete that node. The XML imported to TFS is loaded in

the XML edit box.
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