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2. Introduction 

This document outlines the high-level process required to prepare an environment to host 
the Microsoft Self Provisioning Framework, as well as the installation and configuration 
steps for the Framework itself. 
 
The following will be covered: 
 

 Pre-requisites – All elements required prior to the installation of the framework; 
 Installation & Configuration of Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 (MOSS) 
 Self Provisioning Framework Installation & Configuration 
 

3. Pre-Requisites  

This section outlines all elements required prior to the installation of the SPP system.   
 

Type Item 

Hardware Web Server(s) 
Hardware Database Server(s) 
Software Active Directory (AD) 
Software .NET Framework 2.0 & 3.0 
Software  Microsoft Windows Server 2003 SP2 or later 
Software Microsoft SharePoint Designer 2007 
Software Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 SP1 
Software Microsoft SQL Server 2005 SP1 or later 
Software Microsoft SPP Framework Installation Files 
Documentation Windows Server 2003 Installation 
Documentation Active Directory  
Documentation SQL Server 2005 Installation Guide 
 

4. MOSS - Installation & Configuration 

This section covers the installation and configuration of MOSS.  The following must be 
installed and configured prior to the installation of MOSS: 
 

1. Active Directory Domain Controller: Note that a domain which will host the solution 
and act as authentication medium must be configured.  The following user accounts 
must be configured in AD: 

 SQL System Account: e.g. DOMAIN\sys-sql  
 MOSS System Account: e.g. DOMAIN\sys-moss (System Account, Site 

Collection Administrators account) 
2. Microsoft SQL Server 2005 – Note that you may use a stand-alone SQL Server, SQL 

Cluster or SQL on the web server.  The topology of SQL will differ from implementation 
to implementation dependent on availability, security and throughput requirements.  
To install the SQL Server or SQL Server farm, please follow Microsoft Best Practice 
installation & configuration guidelines. NOTE: The web servers must be added to the AD 
Domain Controller, as specified in (1) above. 

3. Microsoft IIS Web server: A web server or web servers must be configured to host the 
MOSS & SPP solution sets.  The topology of the web server design will differ from 
implementation to implementation dependent on the availability, security and 

http://technet2.microsoft.com/windowsserver/en/library/c283b699-6124-4c3a-87ef-865443d7ea4b1033.mspx?mfr=true
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/prodtechnol/windowsserver2003/technologies/directory/activedirectory/stepbystep/domcntrl.mspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-za/library/cc262984(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-za/library/cc262984(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-za/library/cc262984(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-za/library/cc262984(en-us).aspx
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throughput requirements. To install the web server or web servers, please follow 
Microsoft Best Practice installation & configuration guidelines.  NOTE: The web servers 
must be added to the AD Domain Controller specified in (1) above. 

 

Follow the steps below to install Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007. 
 

4.1 Installation of MOSS 

This section outlines the installation and configuration of MOSS.  Please note that it is 
assumed that all pre-requisites of Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 are already 
installed on all web servers where applicable. 
 

NOTE 
The installation destination (web server) will vary depending on the agreed topology.   

 

 Start the Installation by clicking the Installation Execution file.  The screen below 
will appear. Enter the product key and click “Continue” 

 

 

Enter Product Key 

 
 
 

http://technet.microsoft.com/en-za/library/cc262984(en-us).aspx
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Click the tick-box if you agree with the terms of the agreement and click“Continue” 

 

 

Click “Advanced” 
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Tick “Complete” and Click “Install Now” 
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Click “Close” 

4.2 Configuration of MOSS 

Note that this process follows after the final steps of the installation process as 
documented above. 

 

 

Click “Next” 

 

 

Click “Yes” 
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Tick “No, I want to create a new server farm” and Click “Next” 

 

 

Enter the name of the Database Server as well as the Username and Password for 
the Domain System SQL Account mentioned above and click “Next” 
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If you wish, specify the port for the Administrator site and click “Next” 

 

 

Click “Next”.  The setup will continue. 
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Click “Finish” 

 

The Administrator’s website will open in Internet Explorer to allow for the configuration 
of the MOSS deployment.  Follow the steps below to configure the MOSS Farm. 
 

 

Click Operations” 

 

 Under “Topology and Services” click “Services on Server” 
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Click “Start” next to the Services where the comments state “Required on Farm, not 
running”.  Follow the instructions on screen to configure each Service. 

 

After the successful configuration of the Services, the screen should look like the image 
below: 
 

 

Confirmation Screen 

Go back to the central administration site 
 

 

Click “Shared Services Administration” 
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Click “New SSP” 

 

 Under the “SSP Name” section, Click “Create a new Web application” 
 In the “IIS Web Site” section, change the port to “90”. Scroll down to the “Application 

Pool” section and enter the Username and Password in the fields provided. 
 Click “Ok” 
 Under the “My Site Location” section, Click “Create a new Web application” 
 In the “IIS Web Site” section, change the port to “100” (Note, if port 80 is preferred, a 

host header must be specified and this must also be added to the DNS records for 
the hosting Domain). Scroll down to the “Application Pool” section and enter the 
Username and Password in the fields provided. 

 Click “Ok” 
 Under the “SSP Service Credentials” section, enter the name of MOSS Service Account 

and its corresponding password. 
 Click “Ok” 
 

 

Confirmation screen. Click ”Ok” 

Back to the Central Administration site 
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Click “Application Management” 

 

Web application (View) 

 Under the “SharePoint Web Application Management” section, click “Create or 
extend Web Application” 

 Click “Create a new Web Application” 
 In the port, enter port “80”.  In the host header enter the name of the URL you wish 

to use for the user to view authored content. E.g. view.spp.local. 
 Click “Ok” 
 

 

Click “Create Site Collection” 

 
 In the Title enter “SPP Portal” 
 Under Template Selection click “Publishing” and select “Collaboration Portal” 
 Add a user to the “Primary Site Collection Administrator” 
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 Click “Ok” 
 

 

Click “Ok” 

 

Web application (Edit) 

 
 Under the “SharePoint Web Application Management” section, click “Create or 

extend Web Application” 
 Click “Extend an existing Web Application” 
 Select “Change the Web Application” and then select the Web application created 

above (e.g. view.spp.local) 
 In the port, enter port “80”.  In the host header enter the name of the URL you wish 

to use for the user to edit the content of their sites. E.g. edit.spp.local. 
 

Mail Configuration 

 Click on “Operations”  
 Under “Topology & Services” click “Outgoing e-mail settings” 
 Enter the “Outbound SMTP server” which will be used for email routing, the “From 

address” and the “Reply-to address” 
 Click “Ok” 
 

5. SPP Framework 

5.1 Installation of the Self Provisioning Portal Framework (SPP) 

This section outlines the installation process for the SPP framework. 
 
Pre-requisites 

 DeploySolution.bat 
 SPP.Deployment.wsp 
 Manual File Deployment Folder containing: 
 



© Mint Net (Pty) Ltd Page 16 

 

 

  

 

Manual File Deployment folder content 

 

These files can be found at location where the files where saved when copied from 
CodePlex. 

 
Follow the steps below to install the SPP Framework. 
 
 Navigate to the folder that contains the DeploySolution.bat file 
 Double click the file. 

 

NOTE  
The batch file assumes MOSS is installed in the default directory.  If this was modified, 
please update the batch file accordingly. 

 

After step 1 is completed, the following command screen will show. 
 

http://www.codeplex.com/mintspp
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Press any key to continue.  The IISRESET command will fire and close the command 
window thereafter. 

 

5.2 Configuration of the SPP Framework 

This section outlines the deployment of manual files and all steps required to successfully 
configure the SPP framework. 
 

5.2.1 Authentication Provider 

 Open the SharePoint 3.0 Central Administration on the web server 
 Click on “Application Management” in the left navigation 
 Under “Application Security” click “Authentication Providers” 
 Ensure the Web Application selected is the one you created above to allow users to 

view the content. (E.g. http://view.spp.local), if not, change to the correct Web 
Application. 

 Click on “Default” under the “Zone” list 
 Tick the “Enable anonymous access” box and click “Ok” 
 Now click on “Custom” under the “Zone” list 

 
 

 

Under Membership Provider Name enter: Microsoft.SPP.Security.Membership and 
click “Ok” 

 

http://view.spp.local/
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5.2.2 Activating the Site Columns and Content Types 

 Open a browser and navigate to the root site collection (ie where users view 
content). E.g. view.spp.local 

 Log on with a Site Collection Administrator account. 
 Select Site SettingsModify All Site Settings from the Site Actions menu 

 

 

Site Actions Menu 

 

 Select “Site Collection Features” from the Site Collection Administration section 
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Site Actions Menu 

 
 On the Site Collection Features screen, enable the following features by clicking the 

“Activate” button 
 SPP Site Columns 
 SPP About Us Content Type 
 SPP Home Page Content Type 
 SPP Our Products Content Type 

 
The content types and site columns have now been deployed successfully. 
 

5.2.3 Manual File Deployment 

This section outlines the process to upload and deploy all manual files. 
 

 Open SharePoint Designer 2007 
 Point SharePoint Designer 2007 to the web application created above (E.g. 

view.spp.local) and enter the System Account’s details to connect. 
 
The process described below must be followed for each file added. 
 
 Click on the Destination folder. Ensure the folder is highlighted. 
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Click “File”, select “Import” and click “File” 

 

 

Click “Add file...” 

 
 Navigate to the folder that contains the deployment files and select the file(s) that 

correspond to the Destination folder selected above.  The file mapping to 
destinations are documented below.  
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NOTE 
If the files you are adding to the Destination folder already exist, the existing files must 
either be deleted or checked-out prior to continuing with this process. 

 
 Once selected, the list of file(s) will appear.  If you are satisfied, click “Ok” 
 After the files are uploaded to the Destination folder they may be listed with a “√” to 

the left.  This indicates the file(s) are checked-out.  If applicable follow the process 
below to check-in the files. 

 

Check in file (where applicable) 

 Select all files with the “√” showing right click and select “Check in”.  
 

 

Change the selection to “Publish a major version” and click “Ok” 

 
If the system notifies you that the files are associated with workflow and require approval, 
follow the steps below to approve the files. 
 
 Navigate to the portal by using the following URL: 

http://YOURURL/_layouts/sitemanager.aspx 
 Find the corresponding directory by navigating to it. Open the content of the 

Destination folder. 

 

http://yoururl/_layouts/sitemanager.aspx
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Select the files you wish to approve by ticking them. 

 

 

Click “Approve”. 

 

 A popup will appear which allows you to enter comments.  Click “Ok” 

 
The tables below indicate the Source files and Destination folder for each file.  Note that 
the files are grouped per Destination folder. 

 
Source file Destination folder 

spp.css ~SiteCollection\Style Library 
CustomQuickAccessMenu.xml ~SiteCollecton\_catalogs\Masterpage 

Gallery\EditingMenu 
 

CustomEditingMenu.xml 

ImagePlaceHolder.gif ~SiteCollection\SiteCollectionImages 
SPP_Template.stp ~SiteCollecton\_catalogs\wt 
spp.Master  

 
~SiteCollecton\Masterpage Gallery 
 

spp_root.Master 
AboutUs.aspx 
HomePage.aspx 
OurProducts.aspx 
 
The following matrix indicates which files need to be deployed to which custom folders on 
the portal root.  
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Procedure 

 First create the folders required to upload these files. 
 Click on the top node of the folder list (E.g http://view.spp.local) 
 

 

Click “File”, select “New” and click Folder 

 
 Follow this process to create the following folders: 

 LiveID 
 Manage 
 Reg 

 
Follow the process above to upload the files to the newly created Destination folder below. 

 

Source file Destination folder 

LiveIDRetHandler.aspx ~SiteCollecton\LiveID 
Forgot.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Manage 
Login.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Manage 
Activate.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
AutoLogin.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
Redirector.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
Registration.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
RegSummary.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
SiteInformation.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
Thanks.aspx ~SiteCollecton\Reg 
 
Finally, ensure the file located in your deployment pack is copied to the following location.  
Once the file is copied, ensure that the IIS application pool identity and the ASPNET 
account has read rights to this file. 
 

Source file Destination folder 

Crypto.xml C:\ Inetpub\wwwroot\wss\VirtualDirectories 
 

http://view.spp.local/
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5.2.4 Security Configuration 

 Navigate to the “Site Settings” page of the newly created portal. (E.g 
http://view.spp.local/_layouts/settings.aspx ) 

 Under “User and Permissions” click “Advanced Permissions” 
 In the List select “Settings” and click “Anonymous Access” 
 Tick “Entire Site” then click “Ok” 
 Navigate to the site manager page of your portal. (E.g. 

http://view.spp.local/_layouts/sitemanager.aspx) 
 Click on “Style library” 
 In the “Settings” click “List Settings” 
 Under “Permission & Management” click “Permissions for this document library” 
 Under “Settings” click “Anonymous Access” 
 Click “View Items” and click “Ok” 

 
5.2.5 Forgot Password Questions List 

This section outlines the creation of a list which will be used to allow the user to select 
questions and provide answers when registering, to allow them to retrieve their password 
in case it is forgotten. 
 

 Navigate to the site manager page of your portal. (E.g. 
http://view.spp.local/_layouts/sitemanager.aspx) 

 Find the “Systems:Questions” list and click it. 
 Click “New” 
 Enter the details for the Questions by entering a title, the question itself and an ID 

for the question.  Ensure your ID is unique across all questions. 
 Follow the process until you are satisfied all questions have been entered. 

 
5.2.6 Windows Live ID integration 

SPP has the ability to authenticate users using the Windows LiveID technology, in order to 
configure SPP to use this technology, a Windows Live Application needs to be created and 
configuration values need to be supplied within the web config file. 
 

5.2.6.1 Windows Live ID – Registration process 

 Navigate to Windows Live Application ID site (https://msn.live.com/app)  
 

Note 
Registration of a Live ID is required to create a Live ID application. 

 

http://view.spp.local/_layouts/settings.aspx
http://view.spp.local/_layouts/sitemanager.aspx
http://view.spp.local/_layouts/sitemanager.aspx
https://msn.live.com/app
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 Select ‘Register an Application’ on the left navigation bar. (If not signed in, you will 
be prompted to sign in using Live ID). 
 

 
 

 Registering the Live Application 
 Application name : The name of the application (e.g.. SPPMint) 
 Return URL : Once the user has been validated the Live ID makes a call to a Live 

ID return handler (Provided). The location and filename of the Live ID return 
handler is http://{your_site}/LiveID/LiveIDRetHandler.aspx (e.g. 
http://edit.spp.local/LiveID/LiveIDRetHandler.aspx) 

 Domain Name : name of your site (can be blank). (i.e. edit.spp.local) 
 Secret key : This can be any key name (secret) that you desire. Min length 16 

chars.  (e.g.. MySPPSecretKeyThatNoOneKnows) 
 Application verifier required: This property can be either a 1 or a 0.  

 0 allows this application to request consent without requiring an App 
Verifier.  

 1 implies that an App Verifier should be passed always when requesting 
for consent. 

 

http://edit.spp.local/LiveID/LiveIDRetHandler.aspx
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 On completion the ‘successfully registered’ confirmation page is displayed. 
NB! User application ID is displayed here, please copy and paste this value or make 
note of it. 
 

 
 

5.2.7 Web.config 

This section outlines the configuration values which should be set for either the view 
(read) site and the edit site. 
 
View Site 

 Copy the web.config file from the deployment pack folder (web.cong\viewsite) to 
your virtualdirectory file location where the view site files are located (e.g 
c:\InetPub\wwwroot\wss\VirtualDirectories\view.spp.local80) 

 Open Web.Config of your view site (i.e. http://edit.spp.local) in any text editor. 
 Update the file by finding the placeholder as described below and replacing it with 

the value true for your environment. 

 

WebConfig Key Placeholder Description 

Crypto @@Crypto The location that contains the 
Cryptokey.Xml file. (e.g. 
C:\Inetpub\wwwroot\wss\VirtualDirectori

http://edit.spp.local/
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es\CryptoKey.xml) 
Themes None Location of the themes allowed for the SPP 

engine. (E.g. 
C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft 
Shared\web server 
extensions\12\TEMPLATE\LAYOUTS\103
3\SPTHEMES.XML) 
 
Only change if MOSS was not installed in the 
default directory 

Fonts None Location of the fonts style folder. (E.g 
/_layouts/Styles/Font/) 
 
Only change if MOSS was not installed in the 
default directory 

MasterPage @@MasterPage When using the default installation, replace 
placeholder with  
“/_catalogs/masterpage/SPP.master” 

WebTemplate None No change required 
AlterCss @@AlterCss Location of the alternative style sheet which 

is used to style the provisioned sites. 
 
When using the default installation, replace 
placeholder with ”/Style Library/spp.css” 

Telerik.WebControl
s.RadControlsDir 

@@Telerik Location of RadControls  
 
When using the default installation, replace 
placeholder with “/RadControls” 

SiteActivationUrl @@SiteActivationUrl Location of the Registration Activation URL. 
 
Format: 
http://@@EditServer/Reg/Activate.aspx 
 
Example: 
http://edit.spp.local/Reg/Activate.aspx 

AuthoringServer None Do not Modify 
 
Edit Site 

 Copy the web.config file from the deployment pack folder (web.cong\editsite) to 
your virtualdirectory file location where the edit site files are located (e.g 
c:\InetPub\wwwroot\wss\VirtualDirectories\edit.spp.local80) 

 Open Web.Config of your edit site (i.e. http://edit.spp.local) in any text editor. 
 Update the file by finding the placeholder as described below and replacing it with 

the value true for your environment. 

 

WebConfig Key Placeholder Description 

Crypto @@Crypto The location that contains the 
Cryptokey.Xml file. (e.g. 
C:\Inetpub\wwwroot\wss\VirtualDirectori
es\CryptoKey.xml) 

Themes None Location of the themes allowed for the SPP 

http://@@editserver/Reg/Activate.aspx
http://edit.spp.local/Reg/Activate.aspx
http://edit.spp.local/
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engine. (E.g. 
C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft 
Shared\web server 
extensions\12\TEMPLATE\LAYOUTS\103
3\SPTHEMES.XML) 
 
Only change if MOSS was not installed in the 
default directory 

Fonts None Location of the fonts style folder. (E.g 
/_layouts/Styles/Font/) 
 
Only change if MOSS was not installed in the 
default directory 

MasterPage None Do not Modify 
WebTemplate @@WebTemplate This is the template name which will be 

used by the SPP engine to provision the site 
as part of the registration process. 
 
When using the default installation, replace 
placeholder with “SPP_tempate” 

AlterCss @@AlterCss Location of the alternative style sheet which 
is used to style the provisioned sites. 
 
When using the default installation, replace 
placeholder with ”/Style Library/spp.css” 

Telerik.WebControl
s.RadControlsDir 

@@Telerik Location of RadControls  
 
When using the default installation, replace 
placeholder with “/RadControls” 

SiteActivationUrl @@SiteActivationUrl Location of the Registration Activation URL. 
 
Format: 
http://@@EditServer/Reg/Activate.aspx 
 
Example: 
http://edit.spp.local/Reg/Activate.aspx 

AuthoringServer None Do not Modify 
RedirectURL @@RedirectURL Location of the main edit site page. 

 
Format: 
http://@@EditServer 
 
Example: 
http://edit.spp.local  

wll_appid @@MyLiveAppID The application ID obtained when 
registering a new Live Application. (see 
previous section) (i.e 00167FFE8000BA51) 

wll_secret @@MySecretKey The secret key provided when registering 
the new Live Application. (see previous 
section) (i.e.  
MySPPSecretKeyThatNoOneKnows) 

wll_securityalgorith
m 

None  This must be set to "wsignin1.0”.  Do not 
change as part of this process 

http://@@editserver/Reg/Activate.aspx
http://edit.spp.local/Reg/Activate.aspx
http://@@editserver/Reg/Activate.aspx
http://edit.spp.local/Reg/Activate.aspx


© Mint Net (Pty) Ltd Page 29 

 

 

  

RegURL @@RegURL Location of the registration page. 
 
Format: 
http://@@EditServer/Reg/Registration.aspx  
 
Example: 
http://edit.spp.local/Reg/Registration.aspx 

LiveIDUrl @@MyLiveAppID The appid parameter needs to include the 
App ID that was obtained during 
registration of the Live Application (see 
previous step). NB Do not to make any 
other changes to the url string. (i.e. 
http://login.live.com/wlogin.srf?appid=00
167FFE8000BA51&amp;alg=wsignin1.0) 

LiveIDLogoutUrl @@MyliveID The appid parameter needs to include the 
App ID that was obtained during 
registration of the Live Application (see 
previous step). NB Do not to make any 
other changes to the url string. (i.e. 
http://login.live.com/logout.srf?appid=001
67FFE8000BA51&amp;alg=wsignin1.0) 

LiveIDAdminUrl [do not modify] http://login.live.com/ 
 
 

5.2.8 Master Page Configuration 

 Navigate to the “Site Settings” page of the newly created portal. (E.g 
http://view.spp.local/_layouts/settings.aspx ) 

 Under “Look & Feel” click “Master Page” 

 

 

Under “Site Master Page”, select “spp_root.master” and click “Ok” 

 
 

  

http://@@editserver/Reg/Registration.aspx
http://view.spp.local/_layouts/settings.aspx
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5.3 Conclusion 

 
To ensure the configuration was completed successfully, follow the steps below: 
 

 Navigate to the Edit site (E.g. http://edit.spp.local ) created above 
 

 

Click on the “Register” link 

 

 

Enter the required details and click “Next>>>” 

 
 

http://edit.spp.local/
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Select your “Site Name”, “Site Font” and “Site Theme” and click “Next>>>” 

 

 

A “Registration Summary” screen will show all information entered and selected. If 
you are happy with information, click “Finish” 

 

 

The “Thank you” page will appear.  Click the “here” link and enter the password 
received via mail and enter your preferred password. 
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 Once this process is successfully completed, the site will be provisioned and shown 
to the user for editing and publishing. 

 

 


