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1. Introduction 
This document talks you through all the different aspects of how to use CodeStash.co.uk and also 

discusses how to use the Addin that works with the web site 

2. The Web Site 
This section will discuss how to use all the different parts of the CodeStash.co.uk web site. 

 

2.1 Logging In 

There are currently 2 ways in which you may login to CodeStash.co.uk, these are via 

 Using an OpenId login 

 Registered as a new CodeStash user, where you supply a set of credentials that you wish to 

use to login to CodeStash.co.uk 

Both of these options are discussed below. It should be noted that it is up to you to decide 

which of these methods you want to use. 

2.1.1 Registering 

Registering a new user is perhaps the most familiar method of login/authentication, as it is 

really just about asking you to supply a username/email/password combination, which you will 

use from now on. 

The registering of a new CodeStash.co.uk user is done by using the “Register” link on the home 

page as shown below. 
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Assuming you have clicked that link, you will be presented with a form that you simply need to 

fill out and then click on the “Register button”. You will need to remember your username and 

password though, as the Addin which we discuss later WILL NEED them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have successfully registered as a new CodeStash.co.uk user using this method, you 

will be able to login by providing your username/password on the Login screen as shown below. 
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If you login using the registered user route (i.e. not the OpenId login) you can also change your 

password should you want to. This is achieved using the “Change Password” link as shown 

below 

 

2.1.2 Using Open Id 

The other way that you may gain access into CodeStash.co.uk is via the user of an OpenId 

provider such as Yahoo, that you may already have an account with. Let’s assume you have a 

Yahoo account, we could then choose to login using Yahoo, who will provide the actual login 

screen. 

Step 1 : We click the relevant OpenId provider 
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This will redirect us to the OpenId (Yahoo in this case) OpenId authentication page, where you 

can enter you normal credentials for that OpenId provider. It should be noted that this should 

only happen if your user credentials are needed again. CodeStash.co.uk uses Forms 

Authentication so there is a Cookie that lives for X amount of time, so after period X you may 

need to enter your OpenId provider authentication credentials again. 

Step 2 : Login using OpenId provider’s authentication process 

 

So now that you are at the OpenId (Yahoo in this case) authentication page, you simply enter 

your normal credentials for that OpenId provider. Which for Yahoo would be your email and 

password. When that is successful you will be redirected to the CodeStash.co.uk home page, 

where a CodeStash.co.uk specific token will be presented, which YOU MUST write down or keep 

safe.  
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Step 3 : Write down the OpenId token 

 

When you have successfully logged in using OpenId for the 1st time you will need to write down 

the token that is presented to you. This is VERY important, as it is your only chance to keep a 

copy of this token, which you will need, as the Addin which we discuss later WILL NEED them. 

 



2.2 Setting Up A Team  

This is an optional thing and does not stop you from using ANY of the other features on 

CodeStash.co.uk at all.  

The reasons why you would bother to set up a team is that you may want to only view snippets that 

someone in your team created. As such when you are searching for snippets one of the options you 

have when searching is by “My Team” 

 

So that is why you might create a team. 

So what is involved in creating a team in the first place? Who owns the team? Can anyone edit the 

team? 

These are all good questions, the answers to some of these are simple, the first user to create a 

team is the co-ordinator (owner) of that team, only they can edit the members of a team. 

So how do you create a team, well that boils down to a couple of steps 

 

2.2.1 Create A New Team Or Pick Existing 

There is an area of the “Team Settings” page which allows you to type a new team name in or pick 

an existing team of which you are the co-ordinator (owner). This is shown below 
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This should be pretty clear, if you type something in the “Create A New Team” textbox and click the 

“Create Team” button, a new team will be created of which the currently logged in user (you) will 

become the co-ordinator (owner) of. This new team will then appear in the drop down list of existing 

teams of which you are the co-ordinator (owner). 

The currently selected teams from the drop down list, is the team you will be working with. 

 

2.2.2 Pick Your Team Members 

Now that you have picked a team to work with from the drop down list in step 1 (or created a new 

team), you now need to pick who should be in this team. 

There are effectively 2 parts to this, you would search for users to add to the team by filling in the 

“Search For Users To Add To Team” textbox and the checkbox that dictates whether that user was 

logged in via OpenId.  

If you do not click the checkbox you may find that there will be multiple results returned as they may 

have registered that email address and also used the OpenId login functionality, which could use the  

same email as the. 

 



So once you have entered the email address for the user you want to add to the selected team, and 

clicked the “Search For Users” button, the “Users that Matched Your Search” drop down list will be 

populated 

 

So you would typically select one of these users, and then click the “Assign User To Team” button, 

which would assign the user to the team. 

 

2.2.3 Viewing/Deleting Team Members 

Team member that are part of the selected team (the ones you added) are shown as icons. You can 

delete these either by dragging them to the trash can, or by clicking the red cross on each icon. 

 

Or you may drag the team user to the trash can, at which point you will be asked to confirm the 

delete 



 

 

2.3 Manage Your Personal Settings 

CodeStash.co.uk is obviously about displaying snippets, as such there are certain code snippets 

settings that a CodeStash.co.uk user may want tailor for their own needs. CodeStash.co.uk currently 

allows a user to change the following aspects, which will get used by the CodeStash.co.uk web site 

 Maximum snippets to display (effectively truncation limit, such that there are never 

unbounded datasets returned) 

 The snippet highlighting to use. This affects how the snippets are displayed and what 

colours they are displayed in. For example I prefer dark contrast, but that may not be for 

everyone. As such there are numerous different snippet highlighting that are available to 

choose from 

You can configure your settings by using the “Change Settings” link as shown below. 
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Once you click this link, you will be presented with the User Settings page as shown below 

where you can set your specific CodeStash.co.uk settings 

 

 

2.4 Search For Snippets 

Searching for code snippets is something you are likely to do a lot. This all starts with using the 

“Start” link which will take you to the “Search” page, which allows you to enter your search 
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Once you have filled in your search, simply click the “Search” button, and you will be presented with 

the results (possibly after a short wait) 

 

From this grid, you can click 2 hyperlink which perform the following functions 

 Popup : Show the currently selected in a popup, so you can quickly view it 

 Show : Will redirect to showing that snippet (and its grouped snippets if any grouping is 

applied) 



2.5 Adding Code Snippets 

CodeStash.co.uk is all about storing snippets, as such we obviously need a mechanism to add 

snippets to it. Luckily this is pretty simple, we just click the Add “CodeSnippet” button and fill in the 

Add Snippet form. 
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2.6 Open From Web 

Occasionally the need may arise where you just want to see a highlighted snippet without going 

through the pain of uploading. CodeStash.co.uk provides for this, with its “Open from Web” page, 

where you can simply enter a valid url and pick the snippets language and get a highlighted view of 

it. 

Here is an example of how to open a file from the web, where we simply fill in the details on the 

form and click the “Ok” button 

 

After we click the “Ok” button here is what we would see 
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2.7 Working With The TagCloud 

Most people will have seen a TagCloud before and will be familiar with how they work, so we won’t 

go into too many details here. Quite simply the TagCloud shows the top 10 categories for snippets 

(that is the ones with the most snippets stored against them), and the user may click on these tags 

to view the snippets. It should be noted that there are some truncation limited imposed by 

CodeStash such that when displaying snippets an unbounded result set will not be allowed. The 

MAXIMUM number of snippets shown is dictated by your personal user settings. 

 

 

2.8 Viewing Snippets 

A list of snippets will be displayed when several action occur 

 When a new snippet is added (this snippet and any in it grouping (if its grouped) will be 

shown) 



 When an existing snippet is edited (this snippet and any in it grouping (if its grouped) will be 

shown) 

 When one of the Categories from the TagCloud is clicked 

 When a search is performed and a single search result is clicked (the selected search result 

snippet and any in it grouping (if its grouped) will be shown) 

As previously stated, there is a MAXIMUM limit of snippets that will be shown which is dictated by 

your personal User settings. 

This is what is shown for displaying snippets 

 

 

It can be seen that each snippet has some functionality which is accessed via buttons above the 

snippet. These buttons allow the following actions to be performed 

 Edit the snippet (if it is your own snippet) 

 Delete the snippet (if it is your snippet) 

 Collapse the snippet 

 Expand the snippet 

 Get a shareable link for the snippet 

 



2.9 Editing Snippets 

To edit a snippet you simply click on the edit icon which is located in the group of buttons associated 

with a snippet, which can be seen in the figure below. It should be noted that this button is ONLY 

enabled if the snippet is owned by you (yes you are the currently logged in user) 

 

 

This is very similar to adding a snippet, you simply fill out the form and save it. If you successfully 

save the snippet it will be re-displayed along with any other snippets in that group (if it is in a group). 

As before the MAXIMUM snippets user setting applies. 

 

2.10 Deleting Snippets 

To delete a snippet you simply click on the delete icon which is located in the group of buttons 

associated with a snippet, which can be seen in the figure below. It should be noted that this button 

is ONLY enabled if the snippet is owned by you (yes you are the currently logged in user) 

 

Another thing to note, is that CodeStash.co.uk allows something quite unique, it allows snippets to 

be grouped together, such that you may have a HTML/JavaScript and say some server side C# 

snippets all in one grouping. You may be thinking so what. Well when it comes to deleting a snippet 

that is grouped CodeStash.co.uk gives you the choice whether to delete either 
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 The current snippet ONLY 

 ALL snippets in that group 

This decision is achieved using the following dialog box, which is only shown if the selected snippet is 

part of a group. If the snippet is NOT part of a group a simply YES/NO dialog is shown instead. 

 

Bearing in mind that if the snippet is not grouped, you will only see a dialog that asks a simple 

YES/NO rather than the dialog seen above 

 

 



2.11 Sharing Snippet Links 

You may wish to share a snippets link with a non registered CodeStash.co.uk user. This is easily 

achieved by using the Share Link button at the top of one of the displayed snippets 

 

So all you need to do is give this url to someone. They DO NOT need to be registered at 

CodeStash.co.uk to view this snippet, simply enter the snippet url into a browser and they would see 

something like this being shown on a READ only CodeStash.co.uk page. 
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3. The VS2010 Addin 
This section discusses how to use the CodeStash Visual Studio Addin which is available at : 

http://visualstudiogallery.msdn.microsoft.com/8fd9a61e-2b3f-489b-b192-f898b2e0ee53 which will 

install via a standard VSIX installer 

 

3.1 Settings 

When you have installed the addin you can enter your specific settings (which include the OpenId 

token we talked about earlier) into the CodeStash option window which is shown below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2  

You basically need to enter the following details depending on the login you want to associate with 

the Addin 

 Standard registered User : Enter email and Password 

 OpenId provider authenticated User : Enter email and token (which you need to write down)

http://visualstudiogallery.msdn.microsoft.com/8fd9a61e-2b3f-489b-b192-f898b2e0ee53


 

3.3 Adding A Snippet From Visual Studio 

There is a right click context menu is Visual Studio which can be used to add a snippet to the web 

site. This is shown below 

 

When you click this menu item you will then need to fill out the following form 

 



3.4 Adding A Snippet To Visual Studio 

You can obviously add code to the current editor window to, when you click the “Insert Snippet” 

context menu, you will need to specify your search, which is as follows: 

 

You are able to preview the snippet by clicking the “View Snippet” hyperlink in the search results 

grid, which will show the following. 

 

While the “Insert Snippet” will actually insert the snippet into the current editor window. 


