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Overview

• This application intends to provide an overview the usage to Alpha Date Picker.
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Creating a New Web Site

Step 1: How to add a new website in Microsoft Visual Web Developer 2010 Express.

1) Click File->New Web Site menu item. The New Web Site dialog box appears,as shown bellow

2) Select an ASP.NET Empty Web Site option
3) Click on the Browse button and select or enter the location where you want to save the website.
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4) Right click on the website in the solution explorer and add the Bin folder from the menu item Add 
ASP.NET Folder as shown in the diagram.
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5) After adding Bin folder under “Add ASP.NET Folder” in your website again do right click on the website 
and click on the Add New Item option.
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6) After click on the Add New Item option, system will open a new window. Now, you can select a  Web 
Form from the option and click on add button. Now, you can see Default.aspx page is added in your 
website.
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Step 2: How to add Alpha Date Picker control in your website

• Add the AlphaDatePicker dll file in the Bin folder of your site. Just copy the AlphaDatePicker.dll and 
AlphaDatePicker.xml files and paste under the Bin folder of your website.

• For using AlphaDatePicker web server control it should be added to the project. For the ease of use we 
will explain,how to add the AlphaDatePicker to your project.

◦ Open the toolbox and right click on it and choose Add Tab.
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◦ Choose a name for it. Here we put AlphaDatePicker
◦ Right Click on the AlphaDatePicker tab and select, ‘Choose items...’ as shown in diagram : 

Confidential alphaITworld Page 9 of 22



Alpha Net Technologies Pvt. Ltd. Alpha DatePicker Installation Guidelines

◦ After click on the “Choose Items…” a window will be open named as “Choose Toolbox Items”. 
Click  on  the  tab  “.NET  Framework  Components”.  Click  the  browse  button  and  select 
AlphaDatePicker.dll file from the Bin folder of your website.

◦ Now you should have a DatePicker tool in the AlphaDatePicker tab.
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◦ Now select the DatePicker control under the AlphaDatePicker tab and drag on to your web page. 
Now, you will see the DatePicker control on to your Default.aspx page.
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Step 3: How to use properties of Alpha Date Picker control

• Definition of Enum  
1. public enum DateFormat

• Summary: Date Formats: 
ddMMyyyy,MMddyyyy,ddMMMyyyy,MMMddyyyy,ddMMMMyyyy,MMMMddyyyy

• Items: 
◦ ddMMyyyy for Date Format as “dd/mm/yyyy”
◦ MMddyyyy for Date Format as “mm/dd/yyyy”
◦ ddMMMyyyy for Date Format as “dd mmm yyyy”
◦ MMMddyyyy for Date Format as “mmm dd yyyy”
◦ ddMMMMyyyy for Date Format as “dd mmmm yyyy”
◦ MMMMddyyyy for Date Format as “mmmm dd yyyy”

2. public enum InitialValueMode
• Summary: Intial Value Mode: Null or Today
• Items: 

◦ Null for Intial value mode as “Null”
◦ Today for Intial value mode as “Today”

• Note: Here “Null” stands for “1/1/1753 12:00:00 AM” 
3. public enum DisplayMode

• Summary: Display Mode: Label or Textbox
• Items: 

◦ TextBox for Display mode as “Textbox”
◦ Label for Display mode as “Label”

• Definition of Properties  
1. public DateTime Date { get; }

• Description: Returns DateTime representation of the currently selected date
• Default Value=“1,1,1753” of type DateTime
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;
or
        DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Null;
        DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
        Response.Write(dtDate);
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If we set the IntialValueMode property of the DatePicker 
control  to  Today  then  current  system  date  will  be 
displayed by the control
example:
DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = 
AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;

If we set the IntialValueMode property of the DatePicker 
control  to  Null  then  lowest  date  of  the  Sql  Server  (i.e. 
'1/1/1753') will be displayed by the control
example:
DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = 
AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Null;

2. public DateFormat DateFormat { get; set; }
• Description: A System.DateTime format specifier to set the format of the selected date
• Default Value=DateFormat.ddMMyyyy
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;
        DatePicker1.DateFormat = AlphaControls.DateFormat.ddMMyyyy;
        DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
        Response.Write(dtDate);

3. public string DateString { get; set; }
• Description: Gets or sets the shortdate string representation of the currently selected or entered 

date
• Default Value= “”
• Example

◦ Source Code

Confidential alphaITworld Page 13 of 22



Alpha Net Technologies Pvt. Ltd. Alpha DatePicker Installation Guidelines

1. Note: If the InitialValueMode Enum is set to Null & DateFormat Enum sets to any given 
format (here it is MMMMddyyyy) and DateString Format does not match the DateFormat 
Enum's Format, then DatePicker Control displays DateString Value but Date property of 
DatePicker object displays “1/1/1753'

        DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Null;
        DatePicker1.DateFormat = AlphaControls.DateFormat.MMMMddyyyy;
        DatePicker1.DateString = "20 Jan 2011";
        DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
        Response.Write(dtDate);

2. Note: If  the InitialValueMode Enum is set to Today & DateFormat Enum sets to any 
given  format  (here  it  is  MMMMddyyyy)  and  DateString  Format  does  not  match  the 
DateFormat Enum's Format, then DatePicker Control displays DateString Value but Date 
property of DatePicker object displays the current system date.

       DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;
       DatePicker1.DateFormat = AlphaControls.DateFormat.MMMMddyyyy;
       DatePicker1.DateString = "20 Jan 2011";
       DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
       Response.Write(dtDate);
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3. Note: If the InitialValueMode Enum is set to Today or Null & DateFormat Enum sets to 
any  given  format  (here  it  is  MMMMddyyyy)  and  DateString  Format  match  the 
DateFormat Enum's Format, then DatePicker Control displays DateString Value & Date 
property of DatePicker object displays the mentioned date in DateString property.

       DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;
       DatePicker1.DateFormat = AlphaControls.DateFormat.MMMMddyyyy;
       DatePicker1.DateString = "January 20 2011";
       DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
       Response.Write(dtDate);

4. public DisplayMode DisplayMode { get; set; }
• Description: Gets or sets the display mode
• Default Value= TextBox
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.DateString = "20/01/2011";
        DatePicker1.DisplayMode = AlphaControls.DisplayMode.Label;
or
        DatePicker1.DisplayMode = AlphaControls.DisplayMode.TextBox;
        DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
        Response.Write(dtDate);

Confidential alphaITworld Page 15 of 22



Alpha Net Technologies Pvt. Ltd. Alpha DatePicker Installation Guidelines

Here we change and select the value because we can 
change the value in the textbox.
DatePicker1.DisplayMode = 
AlphaControls.DisplayMode.TextBox;

Here we can only select the value due to the Label display 
mode.
DatePicker1.DisplayMode = 
AlphaControls.DisplayMode.Label;

5. public string EndYear { get; set; }
• Description: Specifies the ending year for the calender, default value is current year
• Default Value=Current Year in four digits like “2008”
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.EndYear = "1991";

6. public string ImageUrl { get; set; }
• Description: Gets or sets the url to use the calender image button
• Default Value= “”
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.ImageUrl = "~/CustomDatePicker.png";
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7. public InitialValueMode InitialValueMode { get; set; }
• Description: Gets or sets the behaviors when the control initialize and a date has not been 

selected
• Default Value= Today
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;
or
        DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Null;
        DateTime dtDate = (DateTime)DatePicker1.Date;
        Response.Write(dtDate);

If we set the IntialValueMode property of the DatePicker 
control  to  Today  then  current  system  date  will  be 
displayed by the control
example:
DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = 
AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;

If we set the IntialValueMode property of the DatePicker 
control  to  Null  then  lowest  date  of  the  Sql  Server  (i.e. 
'1/1/1753') will be displayed by the control
example:
DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = 
AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Null;

8. public bool IsNull { get; }
• Description: Returns boolean about validity of date
• Default Value= false
• Example

◦ Source Code
1. When IntialValueMode is Null.
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       DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Null;
       Response.Write(DatePicker1.IsNull);

2. When IntialValueMode is Today.
       DatePicker1.InitialValueMode = AlphaControls.InitialValueMode.Today;
       Response.Write(DatePicker1.IsNull);

9. public Style LabelStyle { get; set; }
• Description: Apply Label control style
• Special Note: this is InnerProperty & we can apply Theme on it too.
• Default Value= NA
• Example

◦ Source Code
        <alphaITworld:DatePicker ID="DatePicker1" runat="server" 
DisplayMode="Label">
            <LabelStyle BackColor="Black" ForeColor="White" />
        </alphaITworld:DatePicker>
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10. public bool NoneRequired { get; set; }
• Description: Returns boolean about visibility of 'None' button on the calender.
• Default Value= True
• Example

◦ Source Code
1. When None link button is not required.

        DatePicker1.NoneRequired = false;

2. When None link button is required.
        DatePicker1.NoneRequired = true;

11. public string StartYear { get; set; }
• Description: Specifies the starting year for the calender, default value is current year - 100
• Default Value=Current Year - 100 in four digits like if current year is 2008 then it is “1908”
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.StartYear = "1908";
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12. public Unit TextboxOrLabelWidth { get; set; }
• Description: Gets or sets the Textbox or Label width corresponding to the DisplayMode
• Default Value=100px
• Example

◦ Source Code
        DatePicker1.TextboxOrLabelWidth = new Unit(150, UnitType.Pixel);
        Response.Write(DatePicker1.TextboxOrLabelWidth);

13. public Style TextboxStyle { get; set; }
• Description: Apply Textbox control style
• Special Note: this is InnerProperty & we can apply Theme on it too.
• Default Value= NA
• Example

◦ Source Code
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        <alphaITworld:DatePicker ID="DatePicker1" runat="server" 
DisplayMode="TextBox">

            <TextboxStyle BackColor="Maroon" ForeColor="WhiteSmoke" />
        </alphaITworld:DatePicker>

14. public bool TodayRequired { get; set; }
• Description: Returns boolean about visibility of 'Today' button on the calender
• Default Value=True
• Example

◦ Source Code
▪ When Today link button is not required.

        DatePicker1.TodayRequired = false;

▪ When Today link button is required.
        DatePicker1.TodayRequired = true;
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