To create users and groups, manage passwords, etc. for forms-based authentication (FBA)  you will need a tool to manage that information.  Membership Seeder is a tool that was developed for this purpose.   You can use it as-is for simple user and role management, or you can use the source code as basis for creating your own tool.  The next few screenshots will illustrate how to add some users and groups that you can use for testing your FBA implementation.  Here is a screenshot of the application:
[image: ]
The first time you run the Membership Seeder application, click on the Configure… button.  This brings up a dialog where you enter the name of the SQL Server that your SQL membership database is hosted.  After you enter that information and save your changes, you need to restart the Membership Seeder application so that it will use the new server name.

NOTE: You can also manually change the settings for both the connection string as well as the provider that is used by editing the MembershipSeeder.exe.config file.

To create a batch of new users for testing purposes, type a value in the User Prefix edit field, type the password you want each user to have in the Password edit field, then select the number of users you want to create in the # of Users field.  When you click the Create button it will create users where the user name is the value of the User Prefix field with an incrementing number added to the end.  For example, if the User Prefix field is "user" and # of Users is 2, then two users will be created and named "user1" and "user2".  If you only want to add a single user and not add the numeric value to the end of the user name then check the "Only create or delete 1 user; don't use the # of Users field" checkbox.  Deleting users works in a similar manner as creating users.




[image: ]If you click on the Get Roles button it will display a dialog with a list of all the Roles it knows about:
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To add a new role, type a name for the role in the Role edit field then click the Create button.

To add users to a role, type the role name in the Role edit field.   If you want to add multiple test users to the role then provide the user credentials with the User Prefix and # of Users, similar to how new users are created.  The Start Num field is designed to let you add a subset of those users.  For example, suppose you created user1 through user50.  You created a new Role called Authors, and you want users 5 through 15 to be added to that role.  To do that, you would type in Authors in the Role edit field, set # of Users to 10 and set Start Num at 5.  When you click the Add to Role button it will add those users to the Authors role.

Also, similar to the process for creating and deleting users, if you only want to add a single user to a role and not a group of them then check the "Only add 1 user; don't use the # of Users field" checkbox.

If you want to see all of the users in a role, type the role name in the Role edit field and click the Get Users button.  It displays a dialog with all the users found in that role, and looks like this:
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