


MySiteCreate Features and ASP.NET Control

The MySiteCreate features are described in a blog on the SharePoint team blog located here: http://blogs.msdn.com/sharepoint/archive/2007/03/22/customizing-moss-2007-my-sites-within-the-enterprise.aspx. 
The code from that original sample has been updated to support the following features:
· Use any named master page – the original sample was hard-coded to look for a new master page called “steve.master”.  The code has been updated to use properties in the feature itself to determine what the name of the new master page is.
· Use an Xml manifest for web part changes – the original sample was hard-coded to making some very specific changes to the My Site.  We have now changed that to support a custom Xml manifest file for these changes.  It allows you to simply modify a sample manifest file included with the code to map out which web parts you want to add, move or delete. This means that in most cases you will not need to modify the code at all.  Just change the Xml manifest file and deploy the feature.
· Change web part properties – the addition of the Xml manifest file also brings some new functionality to the sample – the ability to set arbitrary web part properties through the manifest.  A good example of this is included in the sample manifest file, where we set properties on the OWA Calendar Web Part to automatically configure it so it comes ready to use right out of the box.
Customizations Required to Feature.Xml
One customization is required to the feature.xml file included with the MySiteStaplee feature.  There is a Property section where the name of the new master page is defined.  In the feature.xml sample provided, it looks like this:
	<Properties>
		<Property Key="MasterName" Value="steve.master"/>
	</Properties>
Change the Value attribute to be the name of the master page that is being uploaded as part of the feature.  You will, of course, also need to change the ElementFile element in feature.xml and File element in element.xml to the master page you are using.
MySiteStaplee.Xml Schema
The MySiteStaplee feature now also uploads an additional file called MySiteStaplee.xml. This is the Xml manifest file that describes the changes that should be made to web parts on the My Site home page.  Following is the schema for that file and a description of how each element is used.
<WebParts>
	<WebPartAction>
		<assemblyName>Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal, Version=12.0.0.0, Culture=neutral, PublicKeyToken=71e9bce111e9429c</assemblyName>
		<className>Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.ThisWeekInPicturesWebPart</className>
		<zoneID>MiddleRightZone</zoneID>
		<zoneIndex>10</zoneIndex>
		<typeName></typeName>
		<Action>Add</Action>
		<Properties>
			<Property Key="ImageLibrary" Value="Shared Pictures"/>
			<Property Key="Title" Value="My Pictures"/>
		</Properties>
	 </WebPartAction>
<WebParts>

<WebParts> : this is the root level element of the document and is required for all actions.  It has no optional attributes.

<WebPartAction> : this element has child elements that describe an individual web part and the action that should be taken with it.  It has no optional attributes and is required for all actions.

<assemblyName> : a string value that is the strong name for the web part.  It is the same value that you would use in the SafeControl entry for the web part in the web.config file for example. 
Required for:
· Adding a web part

<className> : a string value that is the name of the class in the assembly that is the web part that will be acted upon.  
Required for:
· Adding a web part

<zoneID> : a string value that is one a web part zone name where a web part should be used.  The zones included in the default My Site master page include TopZone, MiddleLeftZone, MiddleRightZone and BottomZone.  
Required for:
· Adding a web part
· Moving a web part

<zoneIndex> : a string value that represents the index of the web part in the zone relative to other web parts in that same zone.  The index is used to determine the order in which web parts appear in a zone – the higher the number, the lower a web part will appear in the zone.  Note that this property is actually an integer in the WebPart class, but we are using it as a string in the project and converting it to simplify serialization scenarios.
Required for:
· Adding a web part
· Moving a web part


<typeName> : a string value that is the type of an existing web part that you want to modify by moving, deleting, or setting properties.  The default master page for My Sites includes web parts with the following type names: 
· Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.PersonalWelcomeWebPart (Get Started with My Site)
· Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.RSSAggregatorWebPart (RSS Viewer)
· Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.SiteDocuments (SharePoint Sites) 
· Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.BlogView (Recent Blog Posts) 
· Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.OWACalendarPart (My Calendar) 
· Microsoft.SharePoint.Portal.WebControls.ContactLinksMicroView (Colleague Tracker) 

Required for:
· Deleting a web part
· Moving a web part
· Setting Properties on a web part

<Action> : a string value that describes the type of action being performed with the web part.  Possible values include Add, Delete, Move, and SetProperties. It is required for all actions.

<Properties> : an element used to group individual property settings for a web part.
Required for:
· Setting Properties a web part
Optional for:
· Adding a web part

<Property> : an element used to set the value for an individual web part property; it must be a child of a <Properties> element.  This element contains two attributes:
· Key : the name of the property to set.  Note that in this release only simple string value properties have been tested.
· Value : the value that should be set for the property.  In this release the value can be:
· a string value
· “[DOMAIN]” – inserts the domain to which the current user belongs
· “[ACCOUNTNAME]” – inserts the user’s account name.  It is not domain\user, it is user
· “[LOGIN]” – inserts the user’s login name, in the form domain\user
· “[MACHINE]” – inserts the name of the machine on which the MySiteCreatePart code is running

Samples
The sample MySiteStaplee.xml file includes samples for each of the possible actions:
· Adds the This Week In Pictures web part
· Deletes the Welcome web part
· Moves the RSS web part
· Sets properties on the OWA Calendar web part to configure it for use
Installation
In order to get the feature to attach to every new My Site you need to do the following:

1. Copy the \MySiteCreate\MySiteStaplee and \MySiteCreate\MySiteStapler folders to C:\Program Files\Common Files\Microsoft Shared\web server extensions\12\TEMPLATE\FEATURES.
2. Modify \MySiteCreate\install.bat and \MySiteCreate\uninstall.bat so that when it registers the MySiteStaplee feature, the Url it uses is the Url to the web application that hosts My Sites.
3. Register the features by running \MySiteCreate\install.bat.
4. Add the following SafeControl entry to the web.config for the web application that hosts My Sites:
<SafeControl Assembly="MySiteCreatePart, Version=1.0.0.0, Culture=neutral, PublicKeyToken=cb1bdc5f7817b18b" Namespace="Microsoft.IW" TypeName="*" Safe="True" AllowRemoteDesigner="True" />
5. Add the mysitecreatepart.dll to the global assembly cache.
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