CKS:EWE Wiki Discussion
Technical Reference
-- Initial Draft.  Significantly more content must be added. --
This document discusses how the Wiki Discussion solution is constructed.
Making these modifications is not exactly an intuitive task.  But the techniques used are consistent with the way out-of-box SharePoint pages are architected.  No modifications are made to files delivered by SharePoint; in other words, all changes are contained within new files added to SharePoint’s code base.
Assemblies
CKS.EWE.WikiDiscussion.Controls
This assembly contains classes that implement the logic behind the three new buttons “Discuss,” “Topic,” and “AlertMe.”  The logic is called when the page is rendered, to ensure that the appropriate structures are created (such as a discussion item), and then the HTML for linking to the structure is rendered.  This might be a bit counter-intuitive; one might expect that the discussion item is not created until the Discuss link is clicked.
CKS.EWE.WikiDiscussion.Events
The event handler assembly “coordinates” changes from Wiki Pages to Discussion topics.  It is a separate feature from the Wiki Discussion board, and can be installed separately.  If it’s not installed, the Wiki Discussion board still works with Wiki Pages, but deletes and renames of Wiki Pages are not reflected in the discussion board.  The event handler will only respond to events on discussion boards that are implemented as Wiki Discussion board features.

Pages
The diagrams below show the relationships among the different page files and assemblies that are deployed as part of the solution.
When the solution is deployed, all Wiki pages on the farm will render a Discuss button.  This is because of the installation of the WikiTopicTemplate.ascx file into the CONTROLTEMPLATES directory in the 12 hive.  This file contains a definition for SharePoint:RenderingTemplate “WikiMiniConsole” and as such, causes SharePoint to ignore its out-of-box definition of this template.  Note that we do not change the out-of-box template, just add our own new one.
When the Discuss button is rendered, if there is no “Wiki Discussions” list in the wiki site, the button will render as an asterisk, with a tooltip message indicating that there is no “Wiki Discussions” list.
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