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Introduction

The Community Kit for SharePoint: Enhanced Blog Edition (CKS:EBE) is a group effort by many dedicated folks from the SharePoint Community. We all want you to be successful with your deployment! Guides have been created for each step of the process.
	Guide
	Audience and Purpose

	CKS EBE 3.0 Installation Guide
	SharePoint Administrators: This guide details the installation and deployment of the CKS:EBE solution to your server farm.

	CKS EBE 3.0 Designer Guide
	SharePoint Designers:  This guide details the Modular Theme Framework and specific features and capabilities provided by CKS:EBE. This guide details how to create your own themes for CKS:EBE and the use of XSLT to customize your blog site.

	CKS EBE 3.0 User Guide
	SharePoint Bloggers: This guide details the day to day use of the blogging features of CKS:EBE. This guide includes steps for writing blog posts and maintaining your blog site.


Feedback: Comments or questions about any aspect of CKS:EBE, including this guide, are welcome and may be posted on the new CKS Discussions List, for the 4.0 release, on CodePlex.

Conventions used in this guide
Throughout this guide typographic conventions are used to indicate process and steps. Steps are indicated in the following manner:
1. Step one.

2. Step two.

Commands that should be typed on the command line are indicated as follows:

type this command
Special codes and prompts that appear in the body of a paragraph will be identified in special code font.
Setup Overview

Before you begin Blogging
In order for your blog to be successful there are a few guidelines that must be followed.
· It is assumed that you have an understanding of basic SharePoint use. As a blogger you should be a contributor on the blog site.

· It is assumed that you have a basic understanding of blogging terms and know the URL to your blog site. If not contact your site administrator.
Getting connected to your blog

Before you begin authoring posts you must “get connected” to your blog. This section will detail the steps required to configure an authoring tool to post articles to your CKS:EBE enabled blog site. This is a onetime process that should be followed if you wish to use offline blogging tools like Microsoft Office Word 2007 or Windows Live Writer. Alternatively you may use the online forms interface for SharePoint, those instructions are included in the section “Authoring a post”.
Overview of the setup process
The basic steps for configuring any offline tool to publish to your blog site are as follows:

1. Create a new connection to your blog

2. Enter the necessary connection address and other relevant information

3. Create a test post

4. Browse to your site and confirm that your post is present
Connection

Authoring with an offline blogging tool makes blogging much easier. Generally the tools allow you to create a post as if you were writing any other type of document. You can add images and media to your post and apply formatting. Once complete you can choose when to connect and publish your post, or publish the post as a draft for publication at some later date. The use of an offline authoring tool means that you do not need to be connected to the internet to create posts. While all tools are not the same, the general steps listed here should be common to most tools. 

NOTE: Both Microsoft Office Word® 2007 and Microsoft Windows Live™ Writer support SharePoint blogging out of the box. The instructions that follow do not use the default SharePoint connection because CKS:EBE supports the MetaWeblog API which provides an enhanced blogging experience like multiple categories per post and editing the post date.   

Creating a connection with Windows Live Writer

1. After you have downloaded and installed Windows Live Writer run the application. 
2. From the main menu choose Weblog | Add Weblog Account…
3. In the Add Weblog Account dialog choose Another weblog service and click Next.

4. On the Weblog Homepage and Login page enter the URL for your blog site and the credentials necessary to login. If necessary enter the Proxy Settings for your network. Click Next.
5. After the web site is detected successfully you will be directed to the Select Provider dialog.
6. In the Type of weblog that you are using cell enter Metaweblog API. Enter the Remote posting URL for your weblog in the following format: http://blogsite/metaweblog.ashx or http://server/blogsite/metaweblog.ashx.
7. The wizard will test the settings by creating a test blog post if you wish.

8. On the Weblog Configuration Complete dialog you can provide a friendly name for your Account.

Managing your Blog

All f the lists and libraries of your site can be managed from the site settings page located at http://yoursite/ _layouts/settings.aspx. Choose the Site Libraries and Lists and you will see all of the lists for your site. Each list has a purpose on your site as described below.

	Page Name
	Description

	Categories
	This list stores all of the categories available for your posts. 

	Comments
	Comments left by your readers are stored in this list. You can delete comments that you do not wish to keep.

	Linkbacks Received
	When another blogger references your post the linkback is stored in this list.

	Linkbacks Sent
	When you link to another blogger the link is stored in this list.

	Links
	Links displayed on your blog are stored on this list.

	Media
	Media, documents and downloads can be stored in this library. Images that are uploaded as part of the MetaWebLog API are stored in this library.

	Other Blogs
	Links to Other Blogs are stored in this list.

	Photos
	Images uploaded by the Word Blog Post template are stored in this library.

	Posts
	Your blog posts are stored in this list. You can create new posts by adding items to this list.

	Themes
	The themes for your site are stored in this library. Refer to the CKS EBE 2.0 Designer Guide for more information about themes.


Overview of the posting process

Once your site is configured the process of authoring and publishing a blog article or post is as easy as authoring a document using Windows LiveTM Writer or Microsoft Word® or any other word processing application. This guide assumes that you have some knowledge of blogging, but you do not need to be an expert. 
For example in Windows Live™ Writer you simply write your blog post and then click Publish. The publishing process will negotiate with the SharePoint server and create the post, upload the graphics and set the categories and publication date.
Authoring Tools

Windows Live Writer

Windows Live Writer is a desktop application that makes it easy to publish rich content to your blog. It’s easy to publish to most major blog services, including Windows Live Spaces, SharePoint, Wordpress, Blogger and many others. Create a compelling blog, with your personal photos and videos, maps, tags and lots of other cool content, all in a snap. Preview before you post. Compose your entries offline, publish them later, when you get back online.

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=D2BAEDA0-AA9A-4080-9202-1F23902D1169&displaylang=en 


